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ABSTRACT

Young learners are tend to read the English words as they are written, because of the negative effect of
their mother tongue, Turkish. In mainstream schools, there is not too much reading because of the
level of the students; however, the students are willing to read what they see on the books, videos,
visuals, etc. One of the most important way of having a good pronunciation is obtaining good English
input. If students are not exposed to enough input, they could not produce of high quality output.
Being in an EFL country blocks the learners hearing English outside of the class. They could not hear
pure English, so they could not pronounce it correctly. For this project, participants, aged 7-8 years,
were selected. And the study covers sixteen students. The participants are third class students of a
mainstream school from a rural area. The given vocabularies on the book for the students are detected.
The songs which include these words are selected. Yet the focus point will be on the known
vocabularies, because it is not a vocabulary teaching, this study is about the pronunciation. The words
of which meanings are known by the students, but could not be produced well are selected. At the
beginning of the process, the pronunciation of the words is recorded and transcripted. After the
treatment, songs, the same words’ pronunciation will be recorded. And these obtained data is
compared.

INTRODUCTION

Pronunciation is a challenging language area in teaching a foreign language. According to the
curriculum, it is supposed that the first skill should be taught in the schools is pronunciation, because
teaching English begins at second class, whose students are generally aged 7 — 8 years old. According
to Chomsky the procedure of acquisition of a language ends at the age of thirteen (Chomsky, 1996).
So it is enough for learning a language. However, in mainstream schools, it is not like this way.
Generally there isn’t a language teacher at primary school and the classroom teacher teaches English
until fifth grade. They don’t pay attention to the pronunciation of the words, but they just teach the
meaning of words. Because of that the students pass to the secondary school without speaking English
properly.

The main topics of this study are young learners and their pronunciation.

The aim of the study
This study aims to develop the pronunciation as a language area of young learners. For this purposes,
the research questions are these:

- To what extent do the young learners pronounce the exact words?

- Do the songs effect the students’ pronunciation level positively?

- How do the songs effect the students’ pronunciation level?

The problem of the study

Young learners are tend to read the English words as they are written, because of the negative effect of
their mother tongue, Turkish. In mainstream schools, there is not too much reading because of the
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level of the students; however, the students are willing to read what they see on the books, videos,
visuals, etc.

One of the most important way of having a good pronunciation is obtaining good English input. If
students are not exposed to enough input, they could not produce of high quality output. Being in an
EFL country blocks the learners hearing English outside of the class. They could not hear pure
English, so they could not pronounce it correctly.

Hypothesis
Young learners may have a better pronunciation when they are speaking if they hear pure English
from songs.

METHODOLOGY

Subject Group

Participants are aged 7-8 years. And the study covers sixteen students. The participants are third class
students of a mainstream school from a rural area.

Data to be obtained

The given vocabularies on the book for the students are detected. The songs which include these
words are selected. Yet the focus point will be on the known vocabularies, because it is not a
vocabulary teaching, this study covers the pronunciation area. The words of which meanings are
known by the students, but could not be produced well are selected.

At the beginning of the process, the pronunciation of the words will be recorded and obtained. After
the treatment the same words’ pronunciation will be recorded. And these obtained data will be
compared.

The target vocabulary items for this study are:

Table 1. The target words’ list

Unit 6 My house Unit 7 My town Unit 8 Transportation
Where Zoo Plane
Kitchen Museum Bus
Bathroom Hospital Bicycle
Living room Shopping mall Transportation
School
Technique

The major techniques in this study are recording and transcription.

This is not a vocabulary teaching study. For this reason the words of which students know the meaning
but could not pronounce correctly will be selected.

At the beginning of the process, the pronunciation of the students of the formerly estimated words will
be recorded and transcripted. Then the estimated songs which include these words will be listened and
watched for three weeks.
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At the end of the process, the same words’ pronunciation will be recorded and transcripied. Finally,
the two transcriptions will be compared.

Presuppositions

The participants are supposed to know the meaning of the words because of their former learning

process.

FINDINGS

Collected Data

There were sixteen participants and thirteen words. These words were recorded at two different times,
before the treatment and after the treatment. The total number of the recording is 416.

The total duration of the study is five weeks; two weeks for recordings, three weeks for the songs for
three different units.

Common Pronunciation of the Words at the Beginning

Table 2. Pronunciation before the treatment

Vocabulary Items The pronunciation at the beginning

Where Ivere/
Kitchen kitfen/
Bathroom /batrom/
Livingroom /livingrom/
Z00 [zv:/
Museum /museum/
Hospital /hosprtal/
Shopping mall /sthoptnmal/
School /sicohol/
Plane /pilane/
Bus /bus/
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Bicycle /bicryicile/

Transportation /tiransportation/

As it is seen, there are lots of mispronounced words in the list. The effects of the students’ mother
tongue, Turkish, on the student’s pronunciation can be seen clearly.

Common Pronunciation of the Words after the Treatment

Table 3. Pronunciation after the treatment

Vocabulary Items The pronunciation after the treatment
Where Iwer/

Kitchen [kitfin/
Bathroom /batru:m/
Livingroom /livingru:m/
Z00 fzu:/

Museum /miizyum/
Hospital /hospital/
Shopping mall [fopingmol/
School /saku:l/

Plane Ipslen/

Bus /bas/

Bicycle /barsikal/
Transportation /tiransporterfon/

There are a lot of words which pronounced mostly correct after the treatment.
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Table 4. Comparison of the words’ pronunciation

Vocabulary Items The pronunciation at the The pronunciation at the The pronunciation after the
beginning Cambridge Dictionary treatment

Where Ivere/ Iwear/ wer/

Kitchen [kitfen/ /'katfin/ /kitfin/

Bathroom /batrom/ /"ba:Oru:m/ /batru:m/

Livingroom /livingrom/ /vy rum/ /livingru:m/

Z00 Izo:/ /zu:/ fzu:/

Museum /museum/ /mju:’zi:om/ /miizyum/

Hospital /hosprtal/ /" hosprtal/ /hospital/

Shopping mall /sthopinmal/ /' fopmmo:1/ [fopingmol/

School /s1icohol/ /sku:l/ /saku:l/

Plane /pilane/ Iplen/ Ipalem/

Bus /bus/ /bas/ /bas/

Bicycle /bicryicile/ /"barsikl/ /basikal/

Transportation /tiransportatmon/ /traenspo: "terfon/ /tiransporterfon/

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

Young learners mostly read the words as they are written. There are a lot of way for impressing the
students for learning. One of them is listening and singing a song. Songs attract the learners and
motivate the learners for learning. This study reveals the big effect of songs on pronunciation. For this
reason songs may be used for developing the pronunciation skill. Further studies can be done in terms
of the numbers of the students, the number of the vocabulary items or the duration.
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